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In this issue of Cancer Cytopathology, the Cytology Education and Technology Consortium (CETC) has
published a brief statement regarding the appropriate use of tests approved by the US Food and Drug
Administration for human papillomavirus (HPV) in the context of cervical cancer screening and the
workup of abnormal cervical cytology.1 Screening2 and practice guidelines have been published by the
American Cancer Society, the National Comprehensive Cancer Network,3 and the American Society of
Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology (ASCCP),4 with the hope of promoting consistency and evidence-
based practices in the screening and management of cervical cancer.

Despite the widespread dissemination and availability of these guidelines, published studies and anec-

dotal reports have indicated a widespread lack of compliance, usually in the form of overuse of the test. A

recent College of American Pathologists survey of HPV test utilization found that approximately 58% of

laboratories responding to the survey offered HPV testing in combinations other than those recommended

by the ASCCP, and 45% offered low-risk HPV testing despite the lack of evidence supporting its use.5 Sar-

aiya et al found that 50% to 60% of providers used HPV testing for nonrecommended reasons, and up to

two-thirds of providers who usually or always used HPV testing used it in the management of patients with

cytologic findings of low-grade squamous intraepithelial lesion (LSIL) or higher, which is contrary to the

guidelines except for postmenopausal women with LSIL.6 Among the possible reasons for the excessive

ordering of HPV tests are a lack of familiarity with the specifics of the guidelines, fear of litigation in the

case of a bad clinical outcome if HPV testing had not been ordered, a lack of familiarity with the potential

morbidity associated with excessive testing, and the opinion that the high sensitivity of the HPV test trumps

any deleterious effects of excessive testing. The CETC statement provides a brief, easy-to-read synopsis of
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the relevant ASCCP practice guidelines regarding the

use of HPV testing. The statement can be printed and

kept in a handy location or bookmarked in a Web

browser for ready reference. As medical practice, includ-

ing the practice of pathology, becomes increasingly evi-

dence based, the easy availability of increasingly

complex algorithms facilitates optimal practice.

References

1. Solomon D, Papillo JL, Davey DD. Statement on human
papillomavirus DNA test utilization. Cancer (Cancer Cyto-
pathol). 2009;117:154-156.

2. Smith RA, Cokkinides V, Brawley OW. Cancer screening
in the United States, 2009: a review of current American
Cancer Society guidelines and issues in cancer screening.
CA Cancer J Clin. 2009;59:27-41.

3. National Comprehensive Cancer Network. Cervical Cancer
Screening. Version 1.2009 [monograph online]. Available
at: http://www.nccn.org/professionals/physician_gls/PDF/
cervical_screening.pdf Accessed March 30, 2009.

4. Wright TC Jr, Massad LS, Dunton CJ, Spitzer M, Wilkin-
son EJ, Solomon D; 2006 ASCCP-Sponsored Consensus
Conference. 2006 consensus guidelines for the management
of women with abnormal cervical screening tests. J Low
Genit Tract Dis. 2007;11:201-222.

5. Moriarty AT, Schwartz MR, Eversole G, et al. Human pap-
illomavirus testing and reporting rates: practices of partici-
pants in the College of American Pathologists
Interlaboratory Comparison Program in Gynecologic Cytol-
ogy in 2006. Arch Pathol Lab Med. 2008;132:1290-1294.

6. Saraiya M, Irwin KL, Carlin L, et al. Cervical cancer
screening and management practices among providers in
the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection
Program (NBCCEDP). Cancer. 2007;110:1024-1032.

Editorial

150 Cancer Cytopathology June 25, 2009


